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~'63's FISH RECORDS 
Denny Rehder 
excellent 1963 fishing season has been reflected in the fish records 
ed this past year from Iowa fishermen. This was the second year 
e Commission's listing of official Iowa big fish an<.l the interest 
• by the Iowa angler was rewarding. 
; issue contains the complete listing of the 1963 records as ' '"ell 
standing records for fifteen species. The intention is to list the 
op fish in each species for both the yearly and the standmg 
s. Only seven species have four fish listed indicating that fish 
: lS the lone perch and sauger listed in both tables arc the only 
t~ · these species that have been entered. As yet ther<' have hecn 
ri~s for , ... ·hite or yellow bass. 
The J ... a rgc-,t for '63 
ping the '63 records for size is Floyd Flint's flathead of 5G pounds 
1 sh was taken from the Little Sioux River last spring. W1lh only 
• •und test line, 1t look h1m two hours to maneuvet the fish near 
where another couple helped land the lunker with a large dipnct. 
J e the size of the fish, Mrs. Flint said it was "neither fat nor 
ll . The meat was quite edible." 
ald Myers of Marion enjoys the distinction of being the only 
~ · with more than one fish listed in the tables. In late November 
tght two fine walleyes from the Wapsipm1con weighing tv.:elve and 
pounds. 
: er outstanding catches included Doug Hall's 18-pound-plus north-
red Stifter's 13 ~2 -pound walleye, Rex Whaylen's 13-pound walleye, 
I Hausman's 6-pound plus rainbow, Ken McAndrew's 40-pound flat-
Willard Hunter and Don Palmer with crappies over 3 pounds, 
.l larence Allen's 9-pound largemouth. 
· sider also Dorin Wailes' 8-pound bass, Fred Schuneman an<.l Clare 
· ter with a pail' of Spirit Lake smallmouths over 5 12 pounds, 
~ J ones' 9%-pound brown trout, Larry Kocour's 3 12-pound bull-
; Peter Hach and Sam Post w1th a 40- and a 35 1 2-pound carp 
'"" :tively and the three top channel catfish ranging from 18 to 21 
s caught by Carman Smith, John Sufficool and Clarence Schwarz. 
Where Caught ? 
• 
4 en areas of the slate a r e represented by two or more fish m the 
t listing. Tops, and you must consider the relative s1ze, is the 
1 I ;sippi River with five fish hsted for five records. Next, is Spirit 
II with five fish for two records; then the Cedar River with three 
II 1r one record; Lake Manawa with two fish for one record; the Des 
Mo s River with three fish for no records; the Wapsi wtth three fish 
• • 1 records; and West Okoboji w1th two fish for no records. 
I the standing records listing eight areas are represented by two 
•re fish in the tables. Spirit Lake heads the list with six fish for 
records followed by the Mississippi River with five fish for three 
Is. Then in descending order come the Cedar River with three 
It >r one record; the Little Sioux River w1th two fish for one record; J Manawa wi.th two fish for one record, the Des Moines River with 
ish for no records; West Okoboji with three fish for no records; 
' 1e Wapsi with three fish for no records. 
I iddition to the above, fifteen other popular fishing holes yielded 
1 fish fo r the listings. 
~lers a re reminded that although they may have caught larger 
1181
' 1an some of those entered on the records, they must register their 
b sh with the Conservation Commission before their fish can find 
th way in to the Official Iowa Big Fish R ecords. To regtster, the 
an a r should tell the Commisison who caught the fish, where, when, 
llod the size of the fish both weight and total length, and submiL a 
Phi of the fish with the names and addresses of two witnesses to the 
'II!'' ing. 
-
..., ,...,_ ..... _ 
No. 1 
Doug Hall's Record Northern. 
Courtesy Spirit Lalu.' Bl.'aeon, 
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I 0 w a c 0 n s e r vat; 0 n; s t Buchanan County received ap-
Vol. 23 J<~nuary, 1964 No 1 provnl for the acquisition of 51 
Published monthly by I he ::.tote Conservot1o anes of land at a total cost of 
CorrmiUIOn, Eost 7th ond Court Avenue, De !f,l ,500 adjacent to the Wnpstptni-
Mo nes, lown 50308. Address 11 I •r,il (sul 
script ons cllM<j!O of odd•llss Form 357' con Rtver, tv.o miles north of In-
morusc•iph, mo1l 1lems) to o'lb()vCl odd•ess dependence to be used for hunting, 
S"bs <ipt on p<ice: two veors ot $1 00 river access, boat launching and Second doss posloge po d ot 
Des Mo r.es. lowo parking. 
(No R gl-ts Reserved) Boone County n•cdvcd approal 
HAROLD E HUGHES Governor tot· a development plan tor the E B. SPEAKER, Director 
JAMES R. SHERMAN, Ed1tor Don \\'illiams Lake nnd Rccrea-
DENNIS L REHDER Monogmg Ed to• lional Area located .six miles due TOM BALLARD, CAROL BL:,..KiviAN"' 
JACK KIRSTEIN, Contri~ Q E::1 I north of Ogden nnd \\'hich is to 
MEMBERS OF THE COM MISS ION include a 160-acrc artificial lake. 
EARL E. JARVIS, C'lom, w •r nd o!l 't 9-hole golf course and various SHERRY R. FISHER V'ce \.ho. n Y• c 
Des Mt>l'l('s other recreational facilities . 
ROBERT E. BEEBE 
N. K. KINNEY 
LAURENCE N. NE<.SO"' 
ED \\ EINHEIMER 
lsd~~~G;~~ I•'loyd County received approval 
Br-llevu(' for n. development plnn for Cohvell 
Grer-nfit' d Mason c tv Park to be developed primarily for MIKE F. ZACK 
CIRCULATION THIS 'SSUE 52,000 camping, picnicking, and fishing 
- - C-0- MMISSIO_N_ - access to the Little Cedar River. Howard County received approv-
M IN UTES al for a development plan for Lake 
Hendricks Park which will include 
recreational development for camp-
ing, swimming, boat launching, pic-
nicking, etc. 
D N'l'mlH'r 3, De~ :\I oine'> 
COl T \ CO:!\' SERY \.T I ON 
Canoll County received approval 
for the acquisition of 7 62 acres of 
land at a total cost of $3,250 called 
the Willo\\." Creek Park to be used 
for the development of a county 
picnic and camping area and also 
as a high\\ ay safety rest area on 
highway No 141. 
Cerro Gordo County received ap-
proval for the acquisition of 10 
acres of land at a total cost of 
$8,000 as an addttlon to present 
holdings on the Shell Rock River 
to be used fot camping, archery, 
and horseback riding. 
Cerro Gordo County received ap-
proval for the acquisition of 7 73 
acres of land at a total cost of 
$2,319 as an addition to the Linn 
Grove Park 
Crawford County received ap-
proval for the acquisition of 160 
acres of land at a total cost of 
$16,000 to be used as a multiple 
outdoor recreation area including 
a stand of hardwood timber and 
possibly a small recreational lake. 
Linn County received approval 
to irutiate condemnation proce-
dures for the land necessary for 
the repair of the Coggon Dam 
whtch w1ll include 26.01 acres of 
land and to establish a perpetual 
road casement 33 feet wide and 
.4 mile long for access necessary 
in making repairs to the Coggon 
Dam on Buffalo Creek. This area 
is to be a part of the Buffalo 
Creek Parkway. 
Monona County received approv-
al for the acquisition of a fraction 
of an acre of land by a ten year 
lease from the town of Mapleton 
on Highway Commission land for 
the development of highway safety 
rest area adjacent to state high-
way No 141 
Polk County received approval 
for the acquisition of 4 .6 acres of 
land at a total cost of $63 as an 
addition to Jester Pat k . 
Worth County received approval 
for the acquisition of 40 acres of 
land at a total cost of $7,600 called 
Gullickson Wildlife Preserve for 
th( dev<>lopment of a county school 
forest area and the preservatwn 
of 20 ac·r · of native pran ie. 
Polk County received approval 
fot a development plan for ~Ially's 
\\'ch-\Yeh-Neh-Kee Park located 
91~ m1les n01 thcast of downtown 
Des ~loines to be developl'd pri-
marily as a picnic and \Vinter 
sports area. 
Jackson County recctved approv-
al fot a development plan for the 
Rpruce Creek area located two 
miles north of Bellevue, to include 
campmg. picnicking and a boat 
harbot adjacent to the Mtssissippi 
R1ve1 
FrH \ i' D (, \)U<: 
The Commission approved an op-
tion for the purchase of 73 acres 
of land at a total cost of S4,500 
located on Trout Run nca1 S1ewers 
Springs Trout Hatchery m Winne-
shick County. 
The CommissiOn granted author-
tty to the Director to open certain 
lakes and streams for promiscuous 
fishing, when oxygen declines. 
The Commission gave approval 
for promiscuous fishing (December 
14, 1963, to March 1, 1964) on 
Lake Odessa contingent on approv-
al of the Fish and Wildhfe Service. 
A contributiOn of $10 from N. C. 
Koel of Caledonia, Minnesota, for 
the trout program was accepted 
by the Commission with apprecia-
llon. 
LA D A N D \\ .\.TE R 
Elm Lake in Wright County was 
transferred to the I<'ish and Game 
Divtsion for the purpose of main-
tenance and management as a wa-
terfowl area. 
The Commission approved an op-
lwn for 6% acres at a cost of $125 
per acre for the Lake Anita Site in 
Cass County. 
Approval was given for the do-
nation of surplus walnut wood from 
the Central Shop to the Veterans 
Admtmstration H ospital in Iowa 
Ctty for use in thetr hobby s hop. 
GENERAL 
Travel was approved to. The 
North American Game Btrd Breed-
ers and Shooting Preserve Oper-
ators meeting at Cleveland, Ohio; 
'1 hP Bureau of Outdoor R ecreation 
( sta1 •·ide recreation planning) 
AFRICAN LESSON 
,John J.\tad<,on 
Earlier this year, on national television, there was a superb do 
menlary on the African wildlife problem The narrative was m 
interesting, and often frightening. Such as the conversation betw1 
a Kenya game t·anger and a Masai hunter as they stood on a hill 
and discussed the game herds on the plain below: 
'Isn t that beautiful?" asked th(' ranger. 
"Ye ," said the Masai. "I'd like to kill them." 
. \\ hy ?" 
"Because they are good to eat." 
"Then what of the lions and other creatures?" 
" I would kill them too." 
"Why?" 
"Because they are not good to eat." 
Th'lt may summanze the modern African's attitude toward wild! 
Last month a national magazine took up the torch in an excell 
article on the subject. Like the reports of game rangers and biologt 
it told of relentless poaching, severe misuse of land, human populat 
explosions, and the tragic fading of elephant, rhino, lion, giraffe ; 
other East African wildlife. 
These reports indicated several things to us: 
1. That many Americans are far more concerned about the pi 
lem than are most Africans. 
2 That some of these Americans are more concerne1l about Afn 
rhinos than about Montana grizzly bears. 
3. That the modern American hunter never had it so good. 
Millions of us grew up with our feet in rabbit patches and 
hearts in Tanganyika. To most American hunters, the ultimate 
gunning is an African s~fan. 
But the vaunted East Afncan gamelands are going down the dn 
and as much of Africa s big game is shot out and thmned by O\ 
grazing, croston and people pressure, our home game fields ~\'ill gt 
greener. In this, the American hunter should take deep pnde an1 
sense of warmng 
OU1 Umted Stales present a fantasic situation The population ' 
soon be crowding 200 million, and it sometimes seems that ev 
man jack of the population is going hunting Yet, our coverts b 
with small game \Ve have more deer than we can shoot. The '' 
turk ey has returned in abundance. There are plenty of elk and bl 
bear, and the pronghotn antelope has come tearing back from 
brink of extinction 
There is no nation in the world that supports such heavy cont. 
rent populations of humans and wildlife. Even more impressive, o 
1s a hunting culture in which the privilege of "free" hunti~g 
remained almost unabridged by foreign standards. HO\v ts t 
possible? 
It rests on three thmgs 
1 Some of the best soils in the world, and increasing use of 
conservation and good agricultural practices. 
2 The control of our wildlife resources by professional consen·at 
agencies that apply and enforce sound principles of game m 
agement. 
3. The fact that the average A met ican hunter however bt 
hts faults is enlightened and sympathetic by most fore 
standards. 
Our own house could be more orderly We seem determined to 
termtnale some of our most magnificent fauna-the grizzly, tim 
wolf and mountain lion. We have serious waterfowl problems. 1 
wildlife su ffers from the private rape of public resource, and :; 
political porkbarrelling as federal drainage subsidies and the big R; 
pat t Dam project in Alaska But compared to the teem.mg htve~ 
western Europe and the Orient, American hunters have 1l made. 
Who knows? The day may come when the zemth of high advent 
is a genume American safari 
meeting at Madison, Wisconsin, 
The Missouri Basin Inter-Agency 
Commillec Meeting at Lincoln, 
Nebraska; The Wing Bee meeting 
at Poynclle, Wisconsin; a meeting 
at St. Charles, Arkansas Lo fluoro-
scope ducks 
The C'ommtsston granted authot-
ity to the Director to permit re-
gattas, field tnals, and organized 
camping and to sign minor con-
tracts at his discretion. 
Plannmg for possible reci·eation-
al development on the Badger 
Creek watershed was discussed. 
A discussion was held concern 
ing deer hcensmg procedures. 
-The proposed purchase of F 
eral forest lands in southern I< 
and the location of a prison Co 
at Stephens State Forest were 
cussed. 
I nformatwnal items mcluded 
cussion of proposed developn 
work of the Corps of Engineers 
Snyder, Winnebago, Omadi 
Browers Bends and the Califot 
Cut-off on the Missoun River 
The CommissiOn mel witt 
delegation of travel trailer ent 
siasts and discussed the recent 
crease in campgl'ouncl rates tn 
26 improved state park ca 
grounds. 
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WINTER FISHING-FACT AND FANCY 
Tom Moen 
Fishf.'ries Biologi.,t 
ach winter since the fishing 
,on was lengthened to mclude 
days of winter fishing, thou-
is of the more hardy breed of 
lers have tried their luck 
liJgh the icc. Each \\ mter since 
l the Conservation Commtsston 
og) Section has maintained a 
•l census of fish and fishermen 
:3pirit Lake and \\'est Okoboji 
, e in Dickinson County. Creel 
·us data covering summer or 
1 water fishing pet iods date 
k to 1945 This inventory effort 
the biologists provides valuable 
nnation about this important 
•urce. These are important 
'ts" that al·e used in determin-
the success or need of manage-
It practices. These facts can 
, the strictly warm weather 
t>rman understand that the 
ter fisherman did not take all 
fish out through the ice The 
1mission is also concerned about 
• 
• • 
• • 
•• 
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• 
• 
Jlm Sh<'rman Pboto. problem and it is only through 
1ering and examination of the 
1 that we can see the picture 
r.~ right light. It is the purpose 
this article to acquaint our 
lers with some of the results 
n creel census efforts, espe-
ly as it concerns the question 
winter fishing versus summer 
mg 
Ice sha nt ies d ot We~t OkoboJI, one of Iowa's most popular winter fi shing lakes. 
Fewer Fish Through l <·e 
irst of all, the average fisher-
1 catches fewer fish for each 
r of fishing through the ice than 
does while fishing in open wa-
Normally, \\'inter fishing is 
1 about half as good as summer 
)pen water angling. and rarely 
als and never exceeds summer 
ing success when we compare 
tlts for the entire season. In-
dual days or occasionally an in-
dual month may be better 
'inter fishing on Sptrit Lake 
West Okoboji Lake. the two 
.t heavily fished lakes of north-
west Iowa. removes onlv a small 
percentage of the total fish taken 
m any one year Seldom more than 
10 percent of all the fish from 
either of these two lakes are taken 
through the ice and during the last 
six years never more than 15 per 
cent. The the next questiOn usually 
is, "What about the perch and 
walleyes'" 
" 'aJleye and Perch 
Wmter anglers catch a relatively 
few species of fish conststenlly. A 
number of fish taken by summer-
time anglers are not caught at all 
by wmter fishermen, several spe-
cies are taken only rarely \Vall-
eyes and yellow perch a re nor-
mally the most important species 
with some lakes contributing crap-
pies, bluegills, and northern pike 
in good numbers during the wmter 
period. From our Spirit Lake and 
West Okoboji Lake data we find 
that the \\mlet catch of \\alleyes 
never exceeds 30 per cent of the 
total yearly take of walleyes and 
seven years out of ten will make 
up less than 10 per cent of the 
yearly total, often as few as 3 per 
cent. 
The winter catch of yellow perch 
may reach 50 per cent of the 
yearl} total but normally makes up 
less than 25 per cent. Better than 
average catches of perch are usu-
aJly associated with an abundance 
of this species in the lake Data 
from seme hauls in Sptrit Lake 
during the summers of 1950 and 
1951 indicated good populations of 
adult perch present but there were 
no perch taken through the ice 
during the first two open seasons. 
An exceptionally large hatch of 
perch in 1960 is now producing the 
excellent fishing for this species 
in West Okoboji this season. 
nber of walleyes and yellow perch taken by fishermen from Sp irit Lake and West Okoboji Lake dur-
open water and winter fishing periods as determined by creel census since 1950* 
SPIRIT LAKE WEST OKOBOJI LAKE 
Open Water Winter Open Waler Winter 
r Walleye Perch Walleye P erch Year Walleye P erch Walleye Perch 
) 4,153 657 0 0 1950 1,270 1,001 805 14,150 
1 2,291 1,858 0 0 1951 2,227 268 999 14,244 
2 1,846 4,164. 1,085 7,216 1952 1,713 2,000 913 15,914. 
~ 14,392 9,411 2,026 8,417 1953 823 29,301 1,837 7,284 
l 6,915 18,689 1,653 9,295 1954 3,303 7,664 1,653 9,295 
) 9,412 23,682 1,977 19,015 1955 4,385 13,690 2,185 17,620 
• 29,944 14,283 1956 1,934 14,659 1,034 10,957 I 17,754 3,328 
r 24,426 24,914 5,676 13,828 1957 10,930 110,917 4,894 17,915 
I 17,166 49,421 8,387 15,443 1958 10,609 106,169 5,111 16,047 
l 16,743 54,281 4,165 2,389 1959 6,705 94,073 2,476 16,607 
) 36,434 18,841 6,079 7,390 1960 87 1,109 1,746 44,699 
l 21,161 3,180 3,159 2,757 1961 13.518 99,856 3,832 144,042 
) 15,678 27,789 6,464 17,181 1962 3.154. 55,584 295 37,629 • 
c open water fishing season is considered as May 15 to Dec. 1 and the winter season as the period 
Dec. 1 th rough F eb. 15; thus, the year designated in the column at the far left runs to Feb. 15 of 
' following year. The first five years listed in the table consists of a mixture of techniques and 
gths of census periods. Most of t he winter periods until 1956 were checked on the spot census basis 
j ran the en tire 75 days; some of t he open water fishing was censused for only 45 days. Starting 
h the open water fish ing on Spirit Lake in 1956 we have a complete or quantitative census. The 
:tntita tive census was started on West Okoboji in 1957 and was continuous excep t for the open water 
·iod of 1960 when it was checked on a spot census basis. 
A rt• Tht') .\Jw ay-. Big? 
There are a few fishermen who 
worry about their future chances 
of calching a big walleye and com-
plain about all the btg walleyes 
being removed during the winter 
fishing. Apparently the large wall-
leyes that are caught through the 
ice receive exceptionally good pub-
licity. During a special study of 
walleyes on Sptrit Lake during the 
summer of 1961 and the winter of 
1961-62. it was determined that 73 
per cent of all the walleyes taken 
by tce fishermen were 12 to 16 
inches long. another 9 4 per cent 
were less than 12 inches long. A 
combmation of these figures and 
other data indicated that 75 per 
cent of all the walleyes taken dur-
ing the wmter fishing season were 
less than 12 inches long at the 
starl of the 1961 fishmg season! 
The few btg walleyes that were 
taken through the ice did influence 
lhe average size of the walleyes. 
By addmg the weights of all wall-
eyes caughl by the summer angler, 
we find that the average wall-
eye weighed 1.2 pounds while the 
winter-caught walleye averaged 2.1 
pounds. Our figures show that the 
big increase m wetght comes from 
walleyes in the 2.5 to four pound 
stze during the winter period, not 
large numbers of 8 to 12 pounders . 
A special marking \\'as completed 
on 160 walleyes over 20 inches ( 4 
to 8 pounds} at the start of the 
fishing season m 1961. Not one of 
these fish were observed by the 
creel census clerk during the sum-
mer or winter fishing but 9 of these 
fish appeared among the big fish 
taken by the gill nets of hatchery 
crews the following spring. The 
ratio of marked fish to unmarked 
in this size range compares favor-
ably with the ratio in the smaller 
sizel'J and provides strong evidence 
(Continued on page 8) 
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1963's RECORD FISH 
\\ ht>rt Caua:ht 
\\ e•a-ht Length -Count) 
~ Jb. 15 <n. 24¥.:" l.nkc Mllnawa 
l'ottnwnttamie 
" lb 2 oz. 22" Farm Pond 
\\ nrrcn 
S lb. 2211,:" Lake \\ aJ>t llo 
nn~is 
7 lb. 12 en.. 22Y.:" Lnkc Mnnnwn 
Pottnwattamie 
7 lb. 11 oz. 21" Enat. OkoboJI 
Dickinson 
5 lh. 10 oz. 21¥.:" Spirit. I.nkt• 
Dkkinson 
5 lb. 9 oz. Spirit I..nke 
Dic.·kinson 
4 !h. 15 oz. 21¥.:" West Okoboji 
4 lb. 7 oz. 22" 
1 lb. " oz. lOY.:" 
9 lb. 8 oz. 28" 
7 lb. 6 oz. 24" 
3 lb. 9 oz. 17~" 
2 lh. .. oz. 16" 
2 lb. 15" 
40 lb. 40" 
35 lb. 8 oz. 40 1 ~" 
21 lb. 35" 
19 lb. 8 oz. 35" 
IS lb. 2 oz. 33~" 
3 lb. 6 en.. ISlA" 
3 lb. 6 oz. 171~" 
2 lb. 7 oz. 16~,. 
2 lb. 6 oz. 16 1h" 
56 lb. 49" 
40 lb. 42" 
20 lb. 32" 
18 lb. 4. oz. 41" 
12 lb. 3 oz. 3G'h" 
Dickinson 
Spirit T.ake 
Dickinson 
Mississippi Hivcr 
Allamakec 
lhrkory Creek 
Allamnkee 
B•~ Mill Creek 
Jackson 
Farm l'ond 
Harrison 
Three Fires 
Taylor 
l':llrfit>ld Ht'f!ervoir 
,J pfferson 
:'ttississtJ>r>i Hivt'r 
Clayton 
Des M oines Rh•t•r 
Boone 
Crystal Lake 
Clinton 
Rock Creek I.nke 
Jn&pl'r 
Des '\1oines 1t her 
Webster 
Lake Dnrlinc 
Washington 
Cedar River 
Black Hawk 
Indian Lake 
Van Buren 
GPode Lake 
Henry 
Little Sioux R iver 
Harrison 
W est Okoboji 
Dickinson 
Iowa River 
J ohnson 
Spirit Lake 
Dickinson 
Des Moines Rivt•r 
H umboldt 
U ntt• .\nrlf'r 
April Clarence All<!n 
Council Bluffs 
Ort. G :\trs. Ani-!U Camphell 
l)(' l\l om ('1j 
Oet. 11 [lorln \Vatl£"1 
C('n lt rvillc 
AI>rll 7 Hlehnrd Jab"n 
Council Bluffs 
l\IO)' 20 Hobert \lcCoy 
Spirit I nko• 
Oct. I! I' rt•d Schuneman 
.!\tilford 
Ju•u• 2fl ('lore Dl'Koster 
Spirit Lake 
Alii' '', F M . Rlnchnrt 
l<'tlincham. Ill. 
,J u nt.• , Harry Hogel"' 
Northwood 
S('pt 2G M. E. Jcnk1ns 
C('dor Hnp1rls 
Sept. 1 RoJter Jones 
Ottumwa 
i\prll 21 Kenneth Th m en 
Dn~ nport 
July 12 I.nrry Koeour 
Mi SOUrJ Valley 
Sept 15 Mn1. !<'rank Harden-
bergh, Lewis 
.hm(' 1 • \\'alter C'ross 
I nirticltl 
April 16 l'clf'r Hnch 
Cedar Rapids 
.June 28 Snm Po~t 
BootH' 
April 2!; Corman Smith 
DeWitt 
Aug. 10 John Sufficool 
Colfax 
.July Claren<"c Srhwnrz 
I'ort Dorhtc 
Aug. 10 \\'illnrd llunll•r 
I> a\ en port 
Mny 11 Donnhl Pnlrncr 
\\' n lt•r loo 
Nov. 24 .lames I.i~hburn 
Farmington 
Oet 29 Curt J.:dwartl 
Fort ~lndison 
.!\1 ny 30 Floyd Flint 
Little Sioux 
April 28 Ken McAndrew 
Spint Lake 
Mny 5 Hobert. Darling 
Iowa City 
Oct. 30 Doug Hall 
Y.:sl hl·n" ille 
.Juntl 17 Mike K ooh 
F.aglt• Grove 
11 lb. 7 oz. 36" Wapsipinicon River .\toy 23 
Buchanan 
Rnvmond \Veepie, Jr. 
I ndependt•nce 
10 lb. 31~~ .. Lake Macbride 
Johnson 
,June 1 Mike McKinstrv 
C't·tlnr Rapids 
Perch 1 lb. 13 oz. Mississippi River 
Allamakc.· 
Sept. 11 Neal Palmer 
Maynard 
Rainbo" 6 lb. 4 oz. 25" 
Trout 
Sau~;er 5 lb. 2 oz. 221.~ .. 
Sheep~head 7 lb. 23" 
Walleye 13 lb. 8 oz. 36%" 
13 lb. 31%" 
12 lb 3 30 ,, .. 
. oz. "" 
ll lb. .8 oz. 30'h" 
Yellow River 
Allamakcc 
Mississippi River 
Dubuque 
Mississippi Rive• 
Mu~catin~> 
Cetlar Hiver 
Brf'mer 
Spirit Lnke 
Dickinson 
Mnr~h 3 John Hausman 
Waukon 
Nov. IG Art H urlhm·t 
Dubuque 
Sept. 8 Chnrle'l Hhn<les 
Muscatine 
Mn y 25 Fred Stiftt•r 
Waverly 
Nov. 7 Hex Whaylen 
Sibley 
Waps1pinawn Hive1· Nov. 28 Donald Myers 
Linn Marion 
Wapsipinicon Hiver Nov. 28 Donald Myers 
Linn Marion 
-
Counesy Sp rlt Lako 
f rj d Schuneman'~ Smallmouth. 
Fred Stifter's W illleye. 
Willard Hunter's Crappie. 
Raymond Weeple's Nort 
\ 
t 
C 1.rt 9 ~0\VI Ht11 
Sam Post 's Carp 
Roger Jones' Brown Trout. 
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STANDING RECORDS -IOWA FISH 
,. -_ ·_-.::_ 
Clarenc;e Allen's larse mouth. 
Court.csy Ea!:l" Grove Eagl.,, 
Mike Koob's Northern. Floyd Flint ' s Fla thead . 
Art Hurlburt's Sauser. John Svffic;ool's Channel Cat. 
DM~ 
1 IR.rge-
mouth) 
floss 
(. mnll-
tnouth) 
mu~vill 
Dro" n 
Trout 
Bullhend 
C'arp 
Channel 
C'ot 
(' roppie 
P lntheod 
('a t 
Norther n 
Perch 
Rambow 
T rout 
Souger 
W eight 
W her e Cou~eht 
Length -{'ounty Dote 
8 lb. 15 oz. 24 1:- .. 
!I lb. 2 oz. 22'' 
~ lh. 221!:" 
7 lh. 1::! nz. 22 1 ~" 
7 )h. 11 oz. 21" 
;, lh. 10 oz. 2P ~ " 
;, '"· !l oz. 
1 lh. lfi ()7.. 2Jl~'' 
lh. 7 oz. 22" 
1 I b. 12 oz. 11'' 
I lh. <l oz. 10'~" 
-; I h.. 6 oz. 2 t" 
:l !h. !l oz.. 171\," 
::! lh. 15" 
to lh. 40" 
:1;, 11.. s oz. 40'~" 
20 lh. 3!Pf.:" 
10 lb. 27" 
21 lh. 35" 
21 lb. 331~ " 
)~I lb. X oz. 35'' 
II' lb. 2 oz. 33 1 ~" 
3 lb. ;; 07.. ]'jl ~" 
2 lb. 7 oz. 16:l.i, 
2 lb. G oz. 16'~" 
56 lb. 49" 
40 lb. 42" 
40 lb. 
20 lb. 32" 
18 lb. 4 oz. 41" 
12 lb. 3 OZ. 36 I'll" 
11 lb. 7 oz. 36" 
10 lb. 5 oz. 32" 
I lb. 13 oz. J4:l," 
6 lb. 4 oz. 25" 
5 lb. 2 oz. 22 ~(:" 
Lake Mnnawn 
Pottnwattnmic 
Farm Pond 
\\'arren 
Lake Wnpellu 
Davl:~ 
I.ake Manawa 
Pnttawnttamic 
En~t Oknhojj 
Oirkinson 
tn.r.:: 
IIJ-Ii3 
Spirit T.nkl' I o.r.3 
DickinRon 
S1•irit T.nkl' li-113 
Dirkin on 
\\'c>st Oknhnji N-li3 
Dickin on 
Srunt T.ak<' li-113 
Dirkinsnn 
J.ineviiJ,. r.un <'luh o.r.2 
Wnyne 
:\1is,.issipnl Rivc>r !1-r.s 
Allamnk<'e 
Hirkory ('r~k 
\llnmnk('(• 
Ril! "\fill C:rPek 
.Tnrk11on 
Fnrm Pond 
Hnrri~on 
Thrl'e Firl'!l 
Tnylor 
Fnil·fiplt! Rpspn oir 
J pfTcr!!on 
Mis!lissiJmi Rivl'r 
Clnyton 
Dr~ Moine~ River 
Roonl' 
RufTnlo Creek 
.Tont" 
Tnrkc>y Crel'k 
('n,.s 
Crrstnl Lnkl' 
Clinton 
I.ittll' Sioux Rivl'r 
Cht•rokc><' 
Rock Crel'k Lake 
.T nspt>r 
Des l\1oinl'!! Rivl't' 
"' t>hstt>r 
Lakt> Dnrling 
\Vashington 
Cedar River 
BIMk Hnwk 
Indian Lnkl' 
Van Duren 
GI'Od<' Lakl• 
Henry 
Littlt> Sioux Rivt•r 
Harrison 
West Okoboji 
Dickinson 
Des Moint>s Hivl'r 
Doone 
Iowa River 
Johnson 
li-63 
1-63 
!l-62 
l-62 
8-6:1 
11-61 
111-63 
5-63 
4-63 
5-62 
5-63 
Sptrit Lakt> I 0-63 
Dickinson 
Des Moinc>s River 6-63 
Humboldt 
Wapsipinicon River 6-63 
Buchanan 
Wt>st Okoboji 8-62 
Dickinson 
Mbstsstppi River 
·\llamaket> 
Yellow Rt,er 
Allnmnkl'<' 
Mississippi River 
Dubuque 
9-1;3 
3-63 
11-63 
S hecpshend 46 lb. 38%" Spirit Lake 
Dickinson 
Mississippi River 
Muscatine 
10-62 
7 lb. 23" 
Walleye 13 lb, 8 QZ, 36 J,':! II 
13 lb. 3116" 
11 lb. 8 oz. 30'12" 
Cedar River 5-6:l 
Bremer 
Spil'it Lakt> 11-63 
Dickinson 
Wapsipinicon River 11-63 
Linn 
Waps ipinicon River 11-68 
Linn 
\ngl~r 
Clarcnt"e A lien 
Council DlufT~< 
l\1n;. Angu" Campbell 
D•>s !\1oinl's 
Dorin Wail('!; 
Centervilll' 
Rirhnrd .Juhens 
Council Bluffs 
Rnhcrt !\fr.Coy 
Spirit Lake 
Frt>d Schnn('man 
Milford 
Clan• DeKo,.tl'r 
Spirit I.nkc 
F.. M. Rinehart 
Eflingham, Ill. 
Hnrry Ro~rcr!l 
Northwood 
l\frq. Grant Dillon 
f. j II 1'\' ilJ (' 
lit. F. . • T <'Tl kin~ 
('<'<lnr Rnpids 
Ro~:rer Jones 
Othtmwa 
KPnnc>th Thom!len 
Davenport 
Larry Kocour 
Mi••onri Vnlll'Y 
M•R. Frank Harden-
h.-rgh, Lewi!l 
\V nIter Cre>ss 
Fairfield 
PPter Hach 
Cednr Rapids 
Snm Post 
Boone 
.Jot' Kula 
Anamosa 
Gt'ofTrl'v Scholl 
Anita 
('urman Smith 
DeWitt 
:lfrs. Agnt•s Ament 
ChE'rokee 
John ~"fficool 
Colfax 
Clnnmce Schwarz 
l'ort D .. tlge 
Willnrd Hunter 
Dnvt'nport 
Donald Palmer 
'Vaterl<>O 
.J nmes Lishburn 
Farmington 
Curt Edward 
Fort Madison 
Floyd Fhnt 
Little Sioux 
Ken McAndrew 
Spirit Lake 
Harold Steuen,·ald 
Boone 
Robert Darling 
Iowa City 
Doug Hall 
Estherville 
Mike Koob 
Eagle Grove 
Raymond Weepie, Jr. 
Independence 
Gilbert Gresslin 
Spencer 
Neal Palmer 
Maynard 
John Hausman 
\Vaukun 
Art Hurlburt 
Dubuque 
R L. Fanon 
Clarion 
Charles Rhodes 
Muscatine 
Fred Stifter 
W averly 
Rex Whaylen 
Sibley 
Donald Myers 
Marion 
Donald Myers 
M arion 
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VARMINT SEASON IS OPEN! Iowa's f Winter 
,J ad< 1\ir.., t<•in 
The hunter "ho matchc:-> wits 
wtth Iown's fox, ground hog, crow, 
and coyote population ean forgt•t 
about se:u;ons :md limits, there 
are none. These arc season:-> that 
arc not only open, they never 
close 
Varmints arc hunted for tlw 
sheet sport of the hunt Beeaust' 
ot their crafty abthty to outwit 
man at many turns. they provide 
much fine hunting for the huntc1· 
who will put forth the effort to 
len rn their habits. Especially im-
portant is the study of then· nat-
ural hnbitat, feeding habits, and 
indtvidual abilities of the spec1es 
vou inlt•nd to hunt. 
• Fox and coyote. as an example, 
arc slv and cunning, but inherent-
ly laz)·. To capitalize on thts lazi-
ness, you will learn that they 
usuallv take the same routes to 
v 
and from their feeding areas, 
scl'nl posts. etc., and will come as 
though drawn by a magnet to the 
cnll af a wounded rabbit which 
promtses an easy meal. For this 
reason, the hunter who locates his 
blind along one of the known 
routes and uses a predator call 
from a well concealed position is 
most likely to bag a bushy-tailed 
fox or the dog-like coyote 
ro" a nd Co) ote 
Both f.)X and coyote normally 
include rabbits and mice as the 
largest part of their diet. ·with 
this in mind, and knowing that 
they will frequent much the same 
habitat as deer, many hunters set 
up along the edge of timber \\."here 
th<•y can survey a nearby field of 
corn or soil-bank land. As this 
kind of coYer can provide both 
rabbits and mice, it will also be 
suitable for the varmints Some 
hunters drive the country roads in 
.,.. mter's snow looking for tracks 
of fox cntenng a section of land 
Where the tracks lead in and not 
out of an area they will stop and 
ask permission to hunt and set up 
the blind. 
Camouflage clothing is best 
when there is no snow, and all-
,,, ,,, 
-
I I 
, 
I 
I 
Jnck Klrt<l<>ln 
Carol I 
!'11 g 
re 
:.nl 
The h 
d ' 
te ! tht 
f Jtfe 
a paU 
l dees tlew 
&tree a g 
I lac:.d 
If led by tl 
l ~ •. th. 
p the w 
~bre 
\\8) 
mmt 
~ the \1 
1 ha~cy 
ll red. 
tUe tu 
reechg 
us1ng c1n old sheet for camoufl age, th is hunt e r scans a b rushy draw 
\\'hite clothing in the snow pro- hom feeding areas and roosts ts 
Yidc.s a maximum of concealment a good practice. They also arc 
for the hunter creatures of habit, using the same 
for fox sign. 
Iowan's Book 
Talks Hunting 
barre< 
htle m 
ill the 
Bobwh. 
\\ ()C)(}d tUd< 
Although \\inlet I!. , good time 
to hunt the iox, it is not the time 
for woodchuck or ground-hog for 
he is in hibernation. After h.s 
winter sleep, a hillside blind near 
the entrance to his den can prove 
fruitful for the hunter. Here si-
lence and patienc-e arc necessary 
Th1s varmmt begins his sleep in 
September and can be counted on 
to emerge in February, at times 
commg out through several feet 
of snow lo begin movmg about his 
usual haunts Many are taken be-
cause of their habit of taking an 
occasional sun-bath at the en-
trance to their dens. 
Any gun from a handgun to a 
shotgun or a rifle is suitable for 
varmint hunting, depending on 
your ability to lure them to your 
blind, or to stalk them success-
fully . 
This is also the sport for the 
a rchery addict who has already 
learned the secrets of stealth and 
concealment that provtdes him 
with deer in ~cason. Varmint 
hunting often proves to be fine 
practice for h1s hunting of the 
larger game. 
. . . a nd ( row s 
The shotgun is also used on 
crows, who will succumb to a 
good c:row call, and will come to a 
decoy owl. Shot sizes range from 
No. 6 shot to the smaller 7 1 z's 
and 8's. 
Following crows on their morn-
ing and cvcmng flights to and 
routes at most times. In the lnte 
afternoon, il is possible to drive 
out into the country and follow 
the flights toward their roosts. 
After this is found, it is best not 
to shoot them in the roosts but 
1 eturn the following morning and 
trace their course out to the feed-
ing areas where the blind can be 
set up and decoys used to attract 
them If \Oil should happen to lose 
them while trying to locale a 
roost, simply mnt k the spot you 
last saw them and return the fol-
lowing afternoon and <.ontinue the 
chase 
Varmint hunting is excitement 
m 1ts purest form. It fulfills the 
hunting urge at a Umc when noth-
mg else is in season It also can 
fill out an otherwise unsuccessful 
day of huntmg other game 
At the end of a successful var-
mint hunt, you w1ll find that you 
have lived and learned. and will 
have new things to talk about and 
new methods to apply to other 
kinds of hunting. 
"The tanned pelt of a red or gray 
fox makes an excellent decoration 
for the den or game room. and the 
fireside stories will, like the vat-
mint season, never end. 
The order of rodents is made up 
of small lo medium-s1ze mammals 
characterized by having only two 
gnawing teeth above and two be-
low. There is a distmct space 
between these teeth and the grmd-
ing or cheek teeth. 
Tlw t nna tura l E n em) oy Va 
Bourj'l ily is a rare treat for t1 
who enjoy hunting. Here ig all 
on hunting, but what is done 
how it is done in the field ta 1 
second place to the huntci e 
ho\v he acts. Bourjaily e."xnm I 
himself and those around him s1 
ing to find the motives behind I 
hunters· actions As he puts I 
the introduction he does not cl 
to be an expert hunter but he< 
claim to be a novelist As sueh 
feels justified in examimng 
bunter. ~ 
From his scathing prcscnta t Y 
of hunting ~n the g.oose .P1l ~ or s 
Cairo, IllinOIS, to hlS own L nbe ,Joo 
examination while hunting in t Vor~Old 
"Fields Near Home," Bou ·. t bene, 
puts mto words what many hun I'Qd Ody 
have only been able to thi~k(l' "gUCl!on 
work is not only mterestmr> b as f( 
entertaining. 
Much CYf the collection prese 
appeared originally in ~h.e. 
Yorker Magazine. BourJall) 
not be labelled as an "'out 
writer"- he considers himse 
serious writer and rightly so 
ing in North Liberty, Iow<~ 
teaches in the famous '"1 
Workshop at the State Uni'''. 
of Iowa in I owa C1ty Till 
Bourjaily's first non-fiction ' 
after writing much fiction. 
late Ernest Hemingway tet 
him our greatest writer under 
The art in the Unnatural En I 
lS the work of David L evine, h 
book is published by Dial Pre• • 
New York and sells for $5. 
Ut Sho 
Ill oct era 
lectton 
bttds ~ 
Coat u. ~feat 
;er ~.SU] 
·rconse 
boctl 
ate seed 
~Sl ~ bu11eQ 
~(;Ill\ 
' 
b.as Pen 
1. lllan 
'II \\'h ':~ o Jo 
rCio(J spend 
IS Ill 
t1ng, lh 
tfoYt's b 
ok 
• 1ng 
b. 
tf 
,wa's Feathered 
Winter Visitors 
Carol Burkma nn 
morning following a snow 
nature had painted the win-
~lass in intricate, lacy de-
The whole outside world 
dressed in metallic, white 
y. 
;pite of the ch1lhng, sub-zero 
gns of life soon became evl-
as a pair of black-capped 
_ 1dees flew down from a near-
k tree alighting at the feeder 
placed outside the window. 
ected by the cold, their voices 
upon the white silence as 
as the air. 
~·hite-breasted nuthatch soon 
its way down a tree trunk 
up-side-down manner toward 
:ire basket where a downy 
>ecker was feeding on some 
rhese, gold finches, blue jays, 
ardinals are frequent feeder 
rs belonging to the depend-
"permanent resident" group 
u ;tay in Iowa all year. 
~ er common residents fre-
ing the winter feeders are 
.J! 1 and hairy woodpeckers, red-J l and red-headed woodpeck-
ld httle tufted titmice East-
>Ct"eech, great horned and 
'rn barred owls 1emam all 
r while many owls come to 
from the north in search of 
Bobwhites, eastern crows, 
1ing doves and pileatecl wood-
rs also 1·emain to brave 
:; cold. 
Cold Weather Lh ing 
thing for sute, whether these 
.. ll ment residents are as sub-
al as crows or as dainty as 
1dees, they are all hardy, 
able species. The less resist-
a south. 
Js who choose to remain in 
ld must consume larger quan-
of food and keep an even 
t pace of living than in the 
er. For unlike insects and 
mammals, they do not rely 
>red body fat and none hiber-
Lead of slowing down and en-
g the cold with every possible 
my of energy, they combat it 
·eat body activity and high 
production. 
long as food is found, birds 
-•r•··lfe but shortage means death 
in moderately cold weather. 
protection against wintry 
;, birds have an even more 
ive coat than fur-bearmg an-
Their feathers not only serve 
d ... ,.~ eater insulation than fur but 
also conserve the large pro-
m of body heal. Most that 
l1l are seed eaters but wood-
_,_.,,,_ ·rs subsist on larvae and in-
·ggs buried in the tree trunks. 
l\tany Vi~>itor., 
;ides permanent residents, 
has many regular winter 
~nts who journey from the far 
to spend the winter llere 
~ food is more accessible. But, 
spring, they return north to 
Hoyt's horned lark, long-
IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 
SQUEAL 'EM IN! 
Tom Ba lla rd 
Most hunters are putting their 
guns and / or bows away for the 
wmter months now, except for an 
occasional rabbit hunt when snow, 
temperature, and sunshine provide 
that "just right" combination, but 
the varmmt callers are just get-
ting started. 
If you have never used a preda-
tor call before or had the exciting, 
near fnghtening experience of be-
coming the hunted instead of the 
hunter, you are missing an out 
door Iowa spo1 t that requires little 
more than a ptedator call, a patch 
of cover to hide in, and a foxy 
area 
Varmint calling is a year round 
sport but January to early spring 
is considered to be the best time 
of the year. September and Oc-
tober, when the young fox is start-
ing to hunt on his own, is another 
good time to warm up your preda-
tor call. 
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Jack Klrote ln Photo. 
Iowans who enjoy this type of 
hunting have called up a vanety 
of creatures. The three most like-
ly animals to be fooled by the 
squealing of the predator call arc 
the red or grey fox and the great 
horned owl. Don't be surprised 
1f you see coyotes, raccoons, feral 
cats, crows, bobcats, owls, hawks, 
or any other rabbit eater you know 
coming in answer to the plaintive 
cries you produce . 
Calling is a favorit e technique for the bowhunter. 
When to Go'? 
Dawn or evenmg IS the best time 
of day to tempt the Iowa predator 
with visions of a free meal. Con-
ceal yourself in a spot that \\.'ill 
afford you a clear view of the sut·-
roundmg area for at least fifty 
feet if you are hunting with the 
bow, or a much wider area depend-
ing on the cali bet and range of 
tailed chickadee, norlhetn shrike, 
eastern tree sparrow and Iapland 
longspur commonly make Iowa 
their winter home. Lapland long 
spurs come in November to plowed 
fields while horned larks are often 
seen in open spaces and along 
highways. 
The slate-colored junco is an-
other abundant migrant becommg 
a common winter resident. North-
ern horned larks are also winter 
residents but are only seen occa-
sionally. Greater pratrie chickens 
migrate here in the winter but only 
rarely do they set up petmanenl 
residence. 
As well as permanent and reg-
ular winter residents, there at·e 
many winter visitors who move 
erratically from place to place 
matching their stay to the food 
availability. They may be seen a 
few days then disappear not to re. 
turn for several years, if ever. 
Some of these winter visitors go 
farther south while many of their 
kind l'emain here such as tree and 
Harris sparrows, purple finches and 
(Continued on page 8) 
your rifle or shotgun. 01' Red is 
eil her going to come charging in 
at full speed 01 sneak around for 
a reading of the wind. You want 
to be in a position to see him be-
fOI e he spies you If you are hunt-
ing with two others, position one 
marksman on each side of the 
caller to cover that cagey fox who 
will circle before a near approach. 
A full set of camouflage will help 
your chances but is not necessary 
for success. "Camo" breaks your 
outline, but takmg a stand by a 
tree or shrub is nearly as effective. 
A clear silhouette or quick move-
ments whtle callmg will guarantee 
that Reynard will be in the next 
county before you even know he 
is around. Don't move much once 
you have started calling. 
Calling 
Most of the predator calls on the 
market will do the job if used 
properly With a little practice the 
novice can do a good job of imitat-
ing the distress cry of an injured 
or trapped rabb1t. You are in ef-
fect telling the predator that if he 
will really hurry over he can catch 
this trapped bunny or maybe take 
it away from a smaller animal 
that IS trymg for a rabbit feast. 
Don't overdo the volume with 
your call. The normal high pitch 
of the call will carry for an ade-
quate distance, especially on those 
Ideal calm, qu1et days. 
Ten to twelve minutes is about 
the maxtmum time to continue 
calling. You will normally get re-
sults within the first five minutes 
of good calling. Some companies 
offer a long range and a short 
range call. The short range instru-
ment is for bringing them right 
up to your feet. It is just a little 
squeaker similar to those found in 
many toys al the dime store. A 
similar call can be made at home 
with a clothespin and a rubber 
band Sandwich the rubber band 
between the two halves of the 
clothespin with enough tension to 
produce a high squeal when you 
blow it Some of the "old pros" 
will produce the same sound by 
sucking on the back of their hand 
One Iowa varmint caller enticed 
Reynard up to within two steps of 
his stand. "He looked up at me 
a nd sorta cocked his head to one 
side curiously as if to ask 'What's 
going on here, fellah?' I shot an 
arrow at him but he was too close. 
The excitement had snuffed out 
what little accuracy I thought I 
had." 
"I was laughmg so hard at the 
obviously fnghlened quaver in my 
partner's calling when he saw the 
fox so close that I shot a foot 
high." 
"A great homed owl almost 
knocked my hat off one evening," 
exclaimed a hunter who had been 
squealing from a tree stand. (Pred-
ator calling from tree stands is 
often used by the fox hunter with 
a scoped rifle 1 
"There wasn't time for an ac-
curate shot at him but I thought 
I'd better shoot. That old fox had 
you L the caller J boresighted for 
supper'" 
"I never did see him but the 
tracks were only three feet from 
my snow blind. He must have 
circled around and come up be-
hind us." If you want some real 
hunting excitement and fun during 
these winter months try you1 skill 
at varmint calling. You may not 
have any great impact on the fox 
populatiOn but you should have a 
real ball trying. 
Page 8 IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 
WINTER BIRDS-
( "ll tl from pace 7) 
TREE ORDER TIME NEARS 
an occa~ionnl white-throated :-par-
row. 
Common winter visitors include 
the American rough-legged hawk, 
long and short-eared owls and 
eastern purple finches. These de-
pendable visitors do not establish 
rc~idence in winter but move 
around until time to return to their 
nesting territories in the far north. 
Occasionally, the little saw-whet 
owl, American magpie, red-breasl-
cd nulhnlch, northe1n shrike, com-
mon redpoll, pine stskin, eastern 
snow bunting and Carolina. wren 
arc seen but are considered uncom-
mon winter visitors. 
There are always bands of \Vin-
ter migrating cedar waxwings 
seatching tor food and some be-
come permanent winter visitors. 
Hoaving bands of lovely Bohemian 
waxwings are sometimes seen 
around hi-bush cranberry feeding 
on the frozen berries. 
Only rarely do we see the sturdy 
eastern evening grosbeak or the 
Canadian pme grosbeak. Evening 
grosbeaks often come in even larg-
er numbers than purple finches. 
The greater redpoll, red crossbill, 
white-winged crossbill, Montana 
junco, Cassiar's junco and tohees 
are also rare winter visitors. 
,John ~tolu•.., 
"latt• Fnn ... h •r 
Bt'ginmng- .Jnnlldl.) 1, 1961, the 
Const•n·n lion Commi~!>ion will ac-
l'Cpt orders for conifer and hard-
wood seedlings, wildlife shrub~. and 
wildhtl• packets from the Stale 
Fon•st Nursery at Ames, Iowa. 
l<~ach spring many Iown land-
owners plant idle anes, inacces-
sible atcas, nnll poorer class land 
to young trees and wildlife species. 
Tn recent years young stands CJf 
trees hn vc provided enjoyable rec-
ren tion areas, good wildlife cover, 
and n variety of products, at early 
ages, such as Christmas trees. 
posts, poles, etc. 
'l'hl' trees and shrubs ordered 
from the Slalt> Nursery are to be 
used for erosion conll ol, wildlife 
cove1· and woodlot plantmg.s. Trees 
cannot be usc<l tor windbreaks, 
landscaping, ornamental use, or 
shat.lc trees. Trees cannot be re-
sold as "balled stock." Trees are 
not sold ins1de cilies or towns un. 
less the land has u farm number 
asstgncd to 1t by the Federal Agri-
cultural Stu bihzatton Conservation 
Service oflice in each county. 
Chnstma~ t rees are just one of the products from Iowa's private woodlands. • 
TREES AND SHRtTBS AVAILABLE FOR FARl\1 PLAN'TIN 
SPRING OF 1964 
ST '\ TE CONSERVATION COhll\liSSION 
l<~nst Seventh and Court Avenue 
Des Moines 8, I owa 
Price 
500 
for: 
750 Most birds have definite likes 
and dislikes. Insect eaters such as 
woodpeckers, titmice and chicka-
dees like suet which substitutes 
for insects in their winter d1et, 
seed eaters like dried fruits, gram 
and pet seed available from most 
feed dealers. Cardinals are espe-
cially fond of sunflower seeds and 
corn. Be sw·e the suet is attached 
as squirrels also relish this and 
will carry off the entire supply. 
Put suet m a piece of mesh hard-
ware cloth and fasten it in a tree. 
Federal cost-sharing is available 
to Iowa landowners who plant 
trees or wildltfc cover plantings 
on qualifying land. Th1s program 
is ndmmistc1 ed by the Agncultural 
Stabtlizat10n Conservation Service 
Ofbce located in each county seal 
Austrian Pme 
Ponderosa Pine 
(Western half of 
2-0 
2-0 
$5 50 
5 50 
$1100 
1100 
$16.50 
16 50 
With a feeder outside your win-
dow, a suet log hung m a tree and 
a good bird guide, sit back and 
relax as the stage is set for one 
of the most interesting and educa-
tiOnal win te1 shows you can im 
agine. 
WINTER FISHING-
(Continucd from page 3) 
that the la1·ge fish are not taken 
as readily as the small fish. 
In 1964, one important change 
has been made in the cost-sharing 
rates available for wtldlife covel 
plantmgs. Rules have been raised 
trom 50 per cent to 80 per cent of 
the costs of tree or shrub seedlings 
}·15 per acre. 
County Conservation offices can 
give people assistance m develop-
ing wildhfe cover planting proJects 
and District Foresters for the Com-
mission will give assistance to peo-
ple wishing to make tree planta 
lions. 
Tree order blanks are avatlable 
from Conservation Officers, District 
Foresters, County Extension Of-
fices, Soil Conservation Officers and 
County Agncultural Stab1lization 
Conse1 valion Serv1ce Offices. 
boJi L ake provide from 50,000 to 
100,000 add1tonal hours of recrea-
tiOn pet season Since \\'inter fish-
ing was legalized fourteen years 
ago there has been no demonstra-
table evidence that the success of 
e1thcr season is dependent on what 
kind or how many fish were caught 
the previous season. There are 
many biological factors involved 
that arc more Important than how 
many fish were removed by hook 
and line. 
Io"' a only) 
11.00 
11.00 
11.00 
11.00 
16.50 
16.50 
16.50 
16.50 
12.00 
12.00 
12.00 
15.00 
12.00 
12.00 
12 00 
Red Cedar 2-0 5.50 
Red Pine 3.0 5.50 
Scotch Pine 2-0 5 50 
White Pme 3-0 5 50 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
Caragana 2-0 4 00 
DOg\\.OOd 1-0 4 00 
Honeysuckle 1-0 4 00 
Multiflora Rose 1-0 5 00 10 00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
3.00 
8.00 
Ninebark 2.0 4 00 
Russian Olive 1-0 4 00 
Sibenan Crab 2-0 4 00 4.50 
12 00 Walnut Stratified Seed 1 50 Wild Grape 1-0 4.00 
P ECIAL WILDLIFllJ PACI\.ET 4 50 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
The w1ldlife packet contams 250 plants including 50 evergt 
50 honeysuckle, 25 Russian olive, 25 wild grape, 25 multiflora 
and 75 other plants benefictal to wildlife. illustrative sugge~ 
for odd areas and farm pond plantings will be furnished with 
packet. 
PECIAL NOTICE 
The nursery reserves the nght to substitute species of a su 
type If a shortage occurs. 
PAYMENT FOR NUR ERY STOCK l\IUST ACCOi\lPAl\ \ 
ORDEH. 
Nursery stock must be ordered in multiples of 250 and each 
must lolnl at least 500 plants The wildlife packet may be Ol 
singly. 
All trees mu shrubs will be sent to the purchaser EXP 
COLLECT unless purchaser specifies order is to be picked 
TRI•~ES i>Ji~R \ CitE AT DIF'l •'E R ENT • PACINLS 
5' X 5' 1,742 5' X 6' . . . 1,452 
6' X 6' ........ 1,210 6' X 7' ........ 1,037 
7'x7' ........ 889 8' x8' ........ 681 
This offers a challenge to both 
summer and ice fishermen. The 
big ones don't live forever! Dur-
ing the 1962-63 fishing season the 
creel census clerk measured all the 
walleyes that he observed. During 
the open winter fishing period his 
tabulation shows that 4.3 per cent 
of all the \'l.'alleyes caught had a 
total length of 20.0 inches \about 
4 pounds) or more, while 6.5 per 
cent of the winter caught walleyes 
fit this category The statistician 
would say that the 2 2 pet cent dif-
ference could be expected from 
sampling errors. 
The Commission's first responsi-
bility 1s providing recreation for us 
many as possible without endan-
gel'ing the resource. Winter fish-
mg on Spirit Lake and West Oko-
'l'he musky odor of the mountain 
beaver is immediately and ex-
tremely noticeable to the human 
nose and is much like that of a 
muslual. 
The European rabbit was ong-
inally a native of Lhe western 
Medilerranean countr1es. 
The ears of a JaCk rabbit arc 
much larger than those of any 
other mammal, for 1ts size 
Most, but not all, rodents 
four toes on each front fol 
five on each hind fool. 
Kangaroo rats have long 
with tufts on the ends ar 
tremely long hind legs 
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